([ WARMAMMER '

10,000 :

48 HOURS

{The ravings of a man suffering from paint-shock)
by Nick Davis

Yes, it's a movie starring Nick Nolte and Eddie Murphy, but Hollywood
connections aside, it was also the total time Nick Davis took to paint
his first 1,000 points of Dark Eldar! For most of us it takes months to
raise an army. So we asked Nick to tell us how he achieved this epic

feat, and more importantly, why?

NO, NO YOU CAN'T STOP ME -

1 MUST TELL THEM THE TRUTH...
I have always wanted o start an EXar army = nod &
Craftwodrkd Eldar armmy bul an Eldar Firale army. | put
considerable thought ino what it would look Fra: the Pirate
Lord riding to war on the back cf a Wper, folloved by
sauadrons of Eldar jotbikes and Pirnte bands on fool, Well
ity imaginatlion was as lar as | gel wilth my Eldar Pirabes.
I was still busy painting my Imperal Geard, Lizardmen,
Chaos, bullding tarrain ate, ele, ato_..

Then e ek Eldar appearod on e scent. In he eyos
of the Impernm, These guys ane the Eldar pirates, After all,
tha Imperial etficlal don'l really datnguish Babwaen subibe
rivcial difftrances. A5 far a5 they ang concemad, all Ekiar
ang gil, hisreicnl Aliens ol 1o cesirey the Iirgaium, Their
Codox hinbgd af them Being ong of (e groups of ERkarwho
survived tha Fall and thal thay had some desperatbe lear of
a great, wssan enamy. The onby way thoy can keap this
areHTiy Al Bay is W keap wp an axisiancs of mdlicting pain
and suffarng on all they
magat.

This background
sounded really cool.
Basldes, thay ane really
greal minkaturas; slaak,
spiky and with a raal
decadent, evil feal
abaul them. How could
I rasiglt? | was alzo
giveEn the apparunily 1o
g ry hands on koads
ol now minigles (tho
army was  odiginally
going bto appear in
Codox Dk Eldar) and
thaal swuirg it

| wies ke to grab keads
of axcallant, ndw plashs
Dark Eldar, which
would be used to build
up the core of mor armiy.
Also if tima permited |
wanled o convaerd
goma of thesa plasbc
Dark Eldar into wnita
Nyl aviallable, such

The Duak Heart Raders of the Kabul of be Bk Flean, The Ers LODD ni.w., the Tirst 45 bours

a% he Scowrges. Phues | 9ot my hands on engugh Wyches
io renke & ten-man squed and have a spare bo corvert info
a Beastmaster For he \Warnp Beasts | planned 1o wse
Chaos Hounds — theas will be replaced with the actual
Warp Beast medels whin | am able o oo hold of tham,
And finally 10 Tinish off this initial colection of minaturas |
rrunnipid b Elibg the Spleadd Anchion modol.

THE PLAN

Bafor | continue tharo i one las) thing you mast know. |
hawve alredy mantioned that this anmy was going fo
appaar in Codix Dark EMas, Consequendy, | was ghen a
wiiry tght-fime framg to paint my army o When |
volunleered to attempt this mighty task, the guys, who
wirg putting togethar the Codax wend dolighbid, G,
thay said, Yo hineg a woek and & hall b St and fnsgh
itl” Right in the middio of tha Weorkd Cup a5 well... Doh!

Mo | have always baan able to paint up armics quickly,
but mevver 0 quite such a shor spaca of tma, 560 had o
comae up with a plan and stick 0 /. The first things |

' adilforent contrasting cobowr for thr halmeat = | didn™ think

Everything was in place. The minialurgs wene going 1o be !
| b at lunchtimes at wodk, and | plannoed 10 paint a1 least painted n Midnight Eluo,

¢ at the weakend (World Cop parmitling). Bow 10 work...

miracied 80 pairt were e troops — two Warrlor squads
woukd give me my core loree bo start with. This would then
u-a-mlbrg;.m with the squid of Wyches. Tre final sacion of || ¥ihen | start to paint & now sy, | always find fal the fisl
my forca to pain would be the Archen, along with a frve fguras aa the hardast fo painl, 85 'm poves uile S
bodygquand of six Wamiars. This wag my inftial fofce and 0 Bl G SCINNTMD WY oIk
would o the cong thal | chogo my anmy arcund wion | A The first N

. P 3 o o was plan o 0 Lse e
atarted playing'a gamaa with il " paints | had chosen for my colour patette. |
Then, i | managed to finish all thatl in lime, 1 intended to A wantod Mg fomy fo fook realy dan, so § used
bl & sequad of Soourges and il possito, pain up a Warp a laeck undercoal When | aslected my
Beast pack ard a Beastmaster. So that was iy painting S8 paints | already Furd Midnighi Bl In ming
pian sel — now o choosa the colaurs, '!' to ba the main colowr of my army This

PAINT SCHEMES
This was the second anmmy (Ihe fiist was a amall Khorme
Daemicn aerry]) bor wihich | have ad wsing a lmited colour
palelte — that s choosing a handiul of colours 1 palng an
ammy with and sticking just to them, This is a greal
gizcipling as it forcas pou think about tek Colaurs you usa.
| wantod 1o Enk this cobdur Scharmd inkd tho dark, ol
brooding nalure of the Dark Eldar and keep the paing
schema sample. So 1 leoked at a couple of the Studio

PAINTING MY DARK ELDAR

o ot PRl was eed on o Wardors'

F %__,_ Saape, AmMOuUr and vehiclss, and was
5 Shadod with Biug Ink. |
e drybrushad the helmat
plumes Bizod Red o add a

contrps! to the dark Db, T

R e cistinguish tham even more from
Craftworkd Eidar, the guns, e

ragks and any decoralion  wene

. @rnées 1o get some ideas. The Eldar and the brooding || painfed in Solfgun Matal, shaded with a mix of Black and

Hiug Ink. Tha squad tsadars, the Syturlos, ware palified
i RGeSO Sooiins as the Warsors, kit | palnfed thelr
heimots Biood Aed and Mo plumes @ Midnigh! Bla, o
raupke Maarr gisinct frome the Wamors,

Wiches are not members of a Kabgrl,

Cark EIF army Boked a e the idaal place 1o starl.
The Ekdar ammy uses bright, primary colours, usually with

Drark Ebdar would look rght in colours like that. But after
taking o quick look at the Dark Ehes, with all the doop,
moody ¢colours like dark blue and wery dark malal, bt of @ Wigh G, so their codour
I decidad that theso wend ihg Colours | woulkl usa. Sefima B oWifova fo rast of the

With thiss in mind | selecled my paints: Chaos Black, Skull || @ My Wiches wore paimiod in he
Whits, Blaschad Boae, Blood Fed, Midnight Blue, Boligun || reversa of ihe Wamor coiolr schama,
Metal, Chainmail, Brown Ink, Blue Ink, Flesh ink and finaily || with Biood Red armou, befiting their
Black Ink. This was (ho pabedie of cobours | used on my toodiirsly  sfalus (T Usad  Gloss
mocolz, Tho basos were linished ol using Goblin Graen, Vanweh fo give the srmowr & shiny
Snakebite Leaiher and Bubonss Brown, affect). The anpour was shadad with
Brown [k Any hair oF plumes wang y
4 .

e

b ars in he evenings and get in five of sk howes 2 day

i



PAINTING MY DARK ELDAR cont...
Fmanaged o fmd the Kne o paint

my  Scourges. Their colour

scheme was influsnced by the

strong, comic book colowrs of the

mowvke ‘Flash Gondon® thaf | had
walched earier Mal week (I
was  he altack of the
Hawkrmen on War-Rocks!
5 Aflax that really did Wik
W Again, each modeal was
painted up from a
black undercoat  with
Boftgun Melal on the armmour and

ﬁ _ﬂ wings. This was then shaded with
anﬂra-!ﬂ'ﬂa.:kand&lmmx Tha
Soowvges that warg waanmg halmats had
fherm parinhed Midnigi Blwe to Fe thow into e rost of tha
army. A quick pole on my Scourge Sybarmle (pichuned
abovel s power weapon is from a Necromunda Spyrar
(& Maicadon), | found the Spwrevs fo be an excelent
source of convevsion material for the Dark Eldar,

Tor fnigh aff | wanled o aod o Ky

detail thal would give my army it's
owit individual characher  Affer
fewing theough some old While
Dwarts, | chanood across a pleling
of sevna ofd Efdar Pirates valh war
paind on thair faces. Perfect = the
Dark Eldar are e same exafic,
tazled abensf So al my Damk Eldar
who warg mol woanmg  helmals
recoivind fnsial (alloos, or it e caso
of the Wiyches, war paint.

Additional reafloroments ssathar 49 hour

"'-
FINISHED IN TIME... JUST!

I finishad painting the vory last méniatune the night bedore
the deadine, In tedal | had spent approximabely 48 hoawrs
painting and building rmy army. | had managed o pan
avarything including the Beastmaster, his Warp Beasts and
a bonus squad of convered Scourges, plus a
Haermonculus and 3 Reaver Jelbikes! | was prelty amazed
al what | had achioved = although it didn't make up for
England baing knocsad out the World Gup on ponallios
(Mothing wall ewver make up for that! = Paol Sawyerdt |
handed it all over to the guys in production, who wera as
amazed as | was that | had got it all painted in time, and
thazn it wins finally phatograpked,

Pha... in 48 hours of painling lima | had mished &
completaly naw WHLS0K army. 11 is now time for the
ultimata test, leamnéng how to fight with them over a WH40K
batllefigld.

ANOTHER 48 HOURS

(BIGGEER BUDGET, MORE CAR CHASES)
Some of you are probably flicking through your Codax
Dark Eldar, irying bo ind a piclure of my army, Well, sormy,
yvou won't find it. After all that heclic work, my ammy was
droppad due 1o lack of space. This did not padicularly
bolner me as it had gaen me the chance to collect a
fantastic, now armmy and it had shown me what | could do
in & wvary limitad space of tims,

Since | fiest wrote this arésle my Dark Eldar army has
grown quite a bit (see below). And after many games |
have also discoverad a few neat Mtle ticks using the
Raidgrs and (e rapkd mosing Boaver jethikes (and Iny an
Archon, tooled up with combal drugs and an AGoniser),
Some of these stratagems | detailed in Dark Rabdgrs
(check cut WDE28), Unfortunatedy | have man out of space
to explain some of my more fancy tactics. Perhaps | will get
a chanco in & fubure Dward, until then, sirke fast, strike
hard and strike firsl.
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